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SPEC IAL  BUDGET  I SSUE

Dear Somers Friends and Neighbors
Each year, the Trunkline newsletter provides an overview of the
upcoming school year’s budget. To complement this newsletter, you
can find more information about the proposed 2019/2020 bud-
get, including documents and a video, on the Somers Schools web-
site www.somersschools.org under the Community tab.

On May 21, 2019, we will be asking all registered voters in the
town of Somers to approve a budget which remains under the tax
levy cap. This budget includes a number of program enhancements
including an earlier start for World Language, expansion of Project
Lead The Way, and additional resources for our L.I.F.E. (Learning
Inclusively for Everyone) initiative. The expansion of these programs
represents our commitment to continuous improvement. However, 
fiscal responsibility is an equally important commitment from our dis-
trict. Achieving both of these goals simultaneously can only happen
through the careful long-range planning of our administration and
the helpful consultations with our Citizen’s Finance Committee.

The district will also be asking the voters to approve a bond that
will finance a number of significant upgrades to our buildings,
improving safety and security. These upgrades were identified and
prioritized by the diligent efforts of our Safety Task Force, working in
conjunction with the expertise of our security consultant, Altaris.
Approximately one-third of the cost of the building improvements will
be funded through our own savings, while the proposed bond will
fund the remainder of these best-practice security measures.

It is now your responsibility to take advantage of the resources the
district is providing in order to become fully informed and 
participate in this important vote that will impact the education and
security of our children. Let’s set a record for voter turnout!

Thank you,

Donna Rosenblum, President Somers Central School District
Board of Education

“Developing the annual school budget is one of
the most important tasks for the district and the
Board of Education,” says Superintendent Dr.
Raymond Blanch. “Administrators and board
members review enrollment projections, instruc-
tional program and staffing needs, special educa-
tion placement costs, facility needs, and safety
and security measures, with a commitment to
safe, cost-effective, and high performing schools”. 

The resulting proposed budget for 2019-2020
remains under the New York State tax levy cap
for the eighth consecutive year and is estimated
to increase the tax rate by 2.65%. 

This fiscally responsible budget includes a 
minimal increase in health insurance costs and
decreased retirement fund contribution rates. 
It also maintains class sizes and introduces World
Language classes in sixth-grade.  

Due to a high-performing year for the New York
State Teachers’ Retirement System (TRS) pension
fund, the mandated employer contribution to the
TRS has decreased by $637,941 for the coming
fiscal year. Health care costs are increasing by
$216,963. The largest budget increase comes
from mandated special education costs, which
are going up by nearly $900,000.  

For the past nine months, the district has been
working with a Safety Task Force made up of
school officials, community members, and security
experts from Altaris Consulting Group to ensure
that our students and campuses are safe and
secure. Some of the Task Force’s recommenda-
tions already in place include a uniformed
Westchester County Police Officer and patrol car
at each of Somers’ four schools, as well as hiring
a part time Safety and Security Coordinator. 
The Board of Education is putting forth a bond
proposal to finance additional safety and security
measures recommended by the Task Force.
Please see the separate article in this newsletter
for details. 

In keeping with the district’s commitment to small
class sizes, several staffing changes will be made
next year. At Primrose Elementary School, a slight
increase in enrollment for the first grade necessi-
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Budget Overview
On May 21, the Somers Central School District will ask the community to
vote on a proposed $93.7 million school budget for 2019-2020, calling for
a 2.65% increase over the current year’s budget. 



BUDGET PROPOSITION 
Shall the following Resolution be adopted? “RESOLVED, that the sum
of $93,677,220 shall be appropriated to meet the estimated
expenditures for school purposes for 2019-20 and that the Board of
Education be authorized to levy taxes to meet the same.”
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2019/2020 Budget
Questions and Answers
Q. How will the budget affect my taxes?
A. Somers 2019-2020 tax rate is estimated at

$167.12 per $1,000 assessed value. These fig-
ures are estimates based on the latest assessed
value figures from the Somers Assessor’s Office.

Q. Why a separate Security Proposition
rather than including those costs in
the regular school budget?

A. When the state of New York instituted the tax
levy cap on school budgets, it affected the dis-
trict’s ability to finance larger projects, especially
improvements to the physical buildings. The
experts and community members on the Safety
Task Force recommended a number of additional
security measures be implemented in our
schools, the cost of which would fall outside the
allowable tax levy limit.

Q. What will happen if the proposed
budget is defeated?

A. In the event the voters reject the district’s
proposed budget twice, the Board of Education
must adopt a Contingent Budget. A Contingent
Budget would be $381,912 more than the
current budget. It would result in a tax rate of
$162.85 per $1,000 of assessed value or
$0.04 cents per $1,000 more than the
2018/19 tax rate. For a contingent budget the
district would need to reduce its budget by
$2,037,808, which would require the reduction
of 15.5 full-time instructional staff members, no
new equipment orders, no planned renovation
projects by the Buildings & Grounds Department
and extremely limited community-use of the
school buildings.

Budget and Trustee Vote, Tuesday, May 21, 2019, Middle School
Gymnasium 7 a.m. – 9 p.m. Use lower parking lot.

Somers Education Foundation News
The Somers Education Foundation thanks everyone who supported its
events this school year, including our Chili Cook-Off, Wine Tasting, Student
Variety Show, Carnival Night, Harlem Wizards Game and Giveback Nights
at Burger Barn and Il Forno Italian Kitchen. Still to come are the new
Honoree Cocktail Party called "A Touch of Red" (June 7 at Anglebrook 
Golf Club) and the Golf Outing (June 13, also at Anglebrook).

Proceeds from these events form the funding of
SEF grants and scholarships. We awarded more
than $30,000 in grants and scholarships in cal-
endar-year 2018, including "The Colors of Me"
diversity program and the "Kindness Rocks"  pro-
gram at Primrose; Author's Day at Somers
Intermediate; Ukuleles, digital enhancement
equipment and "cubelets" for classroom use at the
middle school; and supplies for the "Tusker Tots"
education program at the high school. In total,
SEF has awarded more than $1.4 million dollars
across more than 350 grants and scholarships to
the Somers Central School District since 1994.
We are now well into raising and awarding our
second million dollars! 

At our "A Touch of Red" event, the SEF will induct
into its Hall of Fame three individuals who have
contributed significantly to the education and bet-
terment of children. They include SCSD Director
of Special Services Anna Maggio, Westchester
County Legislator Mike Kaplowitz and Latino U.
Founder and Executive Director Shirley
Buontempo. Please plan to join us! More informa-
tion about this and all our events can be found at
www,sefny,org. With these additions, SEF will
have 78 individuals and organizations in the Hall
of Fame, represented by plaques in the intermedi-
ate school lobby.
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School Board Candidates
All registered voters may vote for three candidates. The candidates are 

seeking three-year terms.
Chadwick Olsen, Joseph A. Marra, Ifay Chang
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Budget Overview...

tates adding another first grade class and
teacher. A slight decrease in enrollment at Somers
Intermediate School means one less elementary
school teacher there. Somers Middle School is
introducing World Language instruction in 
grade six this fall, requiring one more teacher. 
At Somers High School, the district is hiring an
additional math teacher to cover an increase in
students electing to take math courses.  

In order to give students the skills and knowledge
necessary to succeed in the 21st century, the dis-
trict continues to devote resources to the STEM
areas of study (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math). There will be continued professional
development related to STEM, a new International
Baccalaureate math class at the high school, and
a new Project Lead The Way science course
called Human Systems. The district is also under-
taking an in-depth study of its math curriculum
from kindergarten through12th-grade, to ensure
that students meet new standards and are benefit-
ing from the latest research and best practices. A
math content coach will be added to the faculty
to support that initiative.  

This June, eight students will be the first group to
graduate from the high school with an
International Baccalaureate Diploma. There were
181 students enrolled in one or more IB classes
this year, and 14 juniors are currently on 
the path to earn an IB diploma next year. The
middle school continues its progress towards
authorization as a Middle Years Programme, the
middle school extension of the high school IB pro-
gram, with an expected full transition in 
2021-2022. These two programs are a critical
component of the district’s mission to foster a
sense of global citizenship in Somers students
while engaging them in rigorous, authentic 

Budget Dates, Times, and Places
VOT E R  R EG I S T RA T ION

WHEN Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. through May 16 and Wednesday, May15
from 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.

WHERE Office of the District Clerk, Somers Middle School, 250 Route 202, Somers, NY 10589

NOTE: For information about absentee ballots, call the District Clerk at 914 -277-2400. Deadline for requests for 
absentee ballots to be mailed out is Tuesday, May 14, 2019. Completed ballots are due to the District Clerk 
by 4 p.m. Tuesday, May 21, 2019. Anyone already registered with the Board of Elections is eligible to vote.

Budget and Trustee Vote, Tuesday, May 21, 2019, Middle School Gymnasium 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Use lower parking lot.

learning experiences. 

A new schedule will be implemented at the high
school this fall, including longer class periods for
more in-depth learning, and a community lunch
hour, during which no classes will be held.
Research shows that meaningful connections with
peers and adults is critical for social emotional
wellness, and the community lunch will provide
ample time for students to meet with clubs, get
extra help, and engage with other students and
teachers. District-wide, a focus on educational
equity is a priority to ensure that all students are
given the opportunity to reach their full potential. 

Community members will vote on the proposed
budget, the proposition and the trustee election
on May 21, 2019, at the Somers Middle 
School gymnasium, between the hours of 7 a.m.
and 9 p.m. The district urges all Somers 
residents to vote. 

Somers PTA Council
The Somers Parent Teacher Association (PTA) includes a unit from each school
and the Special Education Parent Teacher Association (SEPTA).

The Somers PTA works with teachers and district administrators to enrich learning for students
with events such as Author’s Day and Hands-On Science Night, as well as social skills classes,
parent/student programs and teacher grants. 

At the elementary schools, the PTA celebrated Somers Intermediate School’s 46th birthday with
an annual fundraiser and ran the 46th annual Holiday Happiness fundraiser at Primrose. The
middle school PTA organized two author’s visits, a Holocaust survivor presentation and Living
History Day. The high school Parent Teacher Student Association offers a driver education safety
program, senior scholarships and plans senior activities. SEPTA holds coffee & conversation
meetings for parents whose children learn differently.

Parents are welcome at PTA meetings. Visit the website at www.somersschools.org and click 
on the Families tab. Look for the PTA umbrella logos.

Security Bond
Proposition 
The Board of Education is asking vot-
ers to consider a bond in the amount
of $7,566,295 to finance safety and
security measures at Somers schools.
The safety and well-being of students
is always the district’s first priority.
Knowing that the potential exists for
shootings and other dangerous situa-
tions, the schools train, drill and coor-
dinate with law enforcement to deter
or react to potential threats.
A Safety Task Force made up of school officials,
community members, and security experts has
met multiple times to review and recommend
security measures for the district. Many recom-
mendations are already in place, including
School Resource Officers, single point of entry,
security vestibules and after school security
guards at each school. 
The Safety Task Force has also researched and
recommended additional measures which
would be financed by the proposed bond,
including safety film on first-floor exterior doors
and windows, and some interior glass, 
as well as a lockdown panic system, swipe
card access to classrooms, exterior door ajar
notification alarms, an increased number of
security cameras, and permanent walls around
six open classrooms at the intermediate school.
The total cost of the project is estimated to be
$10,745,000. The district would use
$3,178,705 in capital reserve funds and
finance the remaining cost with a $7,566,295
bond.
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Budget Copies Available
A copy of the written statement of the 2019-
2020 budget may be obtained by any district
resident from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the District
Clerk’s Office at Somers Middle School, 250
Route 202, Somers, NY 10589; the district
website (www.somersschools.org); or from the
principal’s office in 

Primrose Elementary School
Route 139, Lincolndale, NY 10540

Somers Intermediate School
Route 202, Somers, NY 10589

Somers Middle School 
Route 202, Somers, NY 10589

Somers High School
Route 139, Lincolndale, NY 10540

Budget and Trustee Vote, Tuesday, May 21, 2019, 
Middle School Gymnasium 7 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

Use lower parking lot.

School District Budget Notice


